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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A method for use in wireless equipment, the method comprising 

the steps of; 

receiving user channel transmit power information from base stations involved in a soft 
handoff with user equipment; and 

receiving information from the user equipment, the information received from the user 
equipment comprising a value representative of an excess signal-to-noise ratio determined by the 
user equipment as a function of the amount bv which a signal-to-noise rati o value of one or more 
user channel signals received at the user equipment exceeds a target signal-to-noise ratio value 
and a oignail to noioc ratio valuo - of one or more uocr ckannokagnalo rccoivod - at the uocr 
equipment ; 

wherein the wireless equipment determines a reference user transmit power level for use 
by the base stations as a function of the received user channel transmit power information and the 
received information from the user equipment. 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the information received from 
the user equipment comprises a value representative of as the excess signal-to-noise ratio 
determined aa-a. function of a target oignal to noioo ratio value rad - a oignal to noioo ratio value of 
a user channel signal received from one of the base stations that is stronger than the user channel 
signal received from another of the base stations, 

4. (Previously presented) A method for use in wireless equipment, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving user channel transmit power information from base stations involved in a soft 

handoff with user equipment; and 
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receiving information from the user equipment, wherein the information comprises an 
identifier of a base station with a received signal at the user equipment that is stronger than the 
received signal of other base stations and a signal-to-noise ratio value of the signal received from 
the identified base station; 

determining a downlink reference power from the received user channel transmit power 
information and the received information from the user equipment; and 

transmitting the determined downlink reference power to the base stations. 

5. (Currently amended) A method of claim 4 wherein the signal-to-noise ratio value 
represents'an excess signal to noise ratio value determined as a function of a target oignal to 
poke ratio value frori m the amount bv which the signal-to-noise ratio value of the signal received 
from the identified base station exceeds a target signal-t o-noise ratio value. 

6. (Currently amended) A method for use in wireless equipment during a soft handoff of 
user equipment with a number of base stations, the method comprising the steps of: 

identifyin g^ at the user equipment a base station with a received signal at the wirc l ooo 
user equipment that is stronger than the received signal of one or more other base stations; and 

calculati ng, at the user equipment, a signal-to-noise ratio value of the signal received 
from the identified base station; and 

transmitting the identity of the identified base station and the calculated signal-to-itoise 
ratio value from the user equipment to a control point of a wireless system. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein the control point is a common control 

point, 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the calculated signal-to-noise 
ratio value represents an excess signal to noise ratio value determined as afunotion ofntnrc^ 
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fUuo and q the amount bv which the signal-to-noise ratio value og o ooi atod 
with the rocrivod oignat of the signal received from the identified base station exceeds a target 
signal-to-noise ratio valne > 

9. (Currently amended) Apparatus for use in wireless equipment, the apparatus 

comprising: 

a receiver for receiving user channel transmit power information from base stations 
involved in a soft handoff with user equipment, and receiving information from the user 
equipment; and 

a processor for determining a reference user transmit power level for use by the base 
stations as a function of the received user channel transmit power information and the received 
information from the user equipment, wherein the information received from the user equipment 
comprises a t l caot one parameter that io a function of a signal to noioo ratio moaourcd i n the uocr 
e quip ment for unrr ohnn nnl nigr 1 " 1 " rnnnmnri fry thr* n<w nqnipfmmii an excess signal-to-noise ratio 
value determined as tfr ft ammmt bv which a_signal-to-noise ratio value of one or more user 
channel signals received at the user equipment exceeds a target signal-to-noise ratio value, 

10. (Canceled). 

11. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the information received 
from the user equipment comprises a value representative of a» the excess signal-to-noise ratio 
detaine d Qn -a fun c t i o n of a turret trigia l tn nnirrr mtin vnln" mr* n » n ™tin "* h ^ * f 
a user channel signal received from one of the base stations that is stronger than the user channel 
signal received from another of the base stations. 

12. (Previously presented) Apparatus for use in wireless equipment, the apparatus 

comprising: 
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a transceiver for (a) receiving user channel transmit power information from base stations 
involved in a soft handoff with user equipment, (b) receiving information from the user 
equipment, wherein the information comprises an identifier of a base station with a received 
signal at the user equipment that is stronger than the received signal of one or more other base 
stations and a signal-to-noise ratio value determined by the user equipment for the user channel 
signal received from the identified base station, and (c) transmitting a downlink reference power 
to the base stations; and 

a processor for use in determining the downlink reference power from the received user 
channel transmit power information and the received information from the user equipment. 

13- (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the signal-to-noise ratio 
value represents an excess signal to noise ratio value determined as a function of o targct^ignol 
to noioc ratio voluo and the amount b v which a signal-to-noise ratio value measured by the user 
equipment for the user channel signal received from the identified base station exceeds a target 
signal-to-noise ratio value , 

14. (Previously presented) Apparatus for use in wireless equipment during a soft handoff 
with a number of base stations, the apparatus comprising user equipment having: 

a processor for use in (a) identifying a base station with a received signal at the user 
equipment stronger than the received signal of one or more other base stations, and (b) 
calculating a signal-to-noise ratio value for theliser channel signal received from the identified 
base station; and 

a transmitter for transmitting the identity of the identified base station and the calculated 
signal-to-noise ratio value to a control point of a wireless system. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the control point is a common control 
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point, 

16. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the calculated signal-to- 
noise ratio value represents an excess signal to noise ratio value determined as a function ofo 
target signal to noioc ratio vnlnr nni the amount by which a signal-to-noise ratio value associated 
with the received signal from the identified base station exceeds a target signal-to-noise ratio 
value . 

17. (Currently amended) A transmission frame representing data embodied in a wireless 
transmission signal, the transmission frame comprising: 

a first portion of a field comprising at least one bit for conveying data representative of an 
identifier for identifying a base station whose received signal at a user equipment is stronger than 
signals received at the user equipment from one or more other base stations; and 

a second portion of the fi eld comprising at least one bit for conveying data representative 
of a sienal-to-noise ratio value cmoociatcd with a oignal to noioc measure of the received signal 
from the identified base station at the user equipment. 

18. (Original) The transmission frame of claim 17 wherein the transmission frame is 
conveyed via a radio resource control based protocol. 

19. (Original) The transmission frame of claim 17 wherein the transmission frame is 
conveyed via physical layer signaling. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the received information from 
the user equipment comprises a value representative of m the excess signal-to-noise ratio 
determined no a fun ct i o n o f a target rijjinl to nninc mti" yfi)" A ™ A n n ^ n1 fn r>ninn rflHn for the 
strongest received user channel transmit power signal. 
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